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Head south—as far south as you can go in Portugal—and you’ll 
come upon the enchanting region known as the Algarve, with 
delightful towns like Lago, Carvoeiro and Faro. Here, the sun 
shines most days on 100 golden beaches, miles of dramatic 
cliffs, scores of whitewashed cottages and fertile ground 
dotted with sweet orange groves and wild orchids. Outdoor 
enthusiasts have a lot to love with tennis schools, myriad golf 
courses, water sports of every kind, horseback riding and 
even a mountain just begging to be climbed. Foodies have a 
lot to love too. There are many fine restaurants to choose 

from, most bringing new meaning to the phrase “catch of the 
day” and with wine lists that will encourage a return visit (or 
two). Speaking of wine, this area is a major producer of cork. 
So next time you open a bottle, make sure you toast Algarve—
especially if it’s Portuguese wine you’re enjoying.

Inside

TripAdvisor, the most trusted source for where to eat, sleep and play in thousands of destinations around 

the world, has collected the best insider tips from its 25 million monthly visitors to produce a unique 

series of travel guides. In addition to the best hotels, restaurants and attractions for every type of traveler, 

you’ll get great advice about what to pack, how to get around and where to find the best views. Be sure 

to check out the guides at www.tripadvisor.com.

 1. Bring a sweater. The “weather in 
January can be really cold. However, I 
sometimes see golfers wearing shorts 
and T-shirts, which makes me think 
that for you it is not as cold as for 
us.”—TripAdvisor Member, Vilamoura, 
Algarve

 2. Pack an umbrella. “Algarve tourists 
rarely have to worry about rain in 
the area, as almost every day is sunny. 
However, winter time is considered 
to be a rainy season, with possible 
showers beginning in November 
and continuing through February.”—
TripAdvisor Member

 3. “Bring warm clothes and good 
walking shoes.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, St. Eustache, Quebec

PACKING TIPS

INTRODUCTION

ALGARVE
You’ll find reviews for more than 230,000 
hotels, 76,000 attractions and 435,000 
restaurants on TripAdvisor.com. Learn from 
other travelers what to expect before you 
make your plans.
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VIEWSTop

Where

to PLAY
TOP 10 Attractions

 1. The Old Tavern, Rua Lançarote de Freitas, 34, Lagos

 2. Holistic Riding Center, Vinha Velha, 282 688 038

 3. Vilamoura Marina, Vilamoura

 4. Zoo Marine Algarve, Estrada Nacional 125, 289 560 300

 5. Old Town, Albufeira

ALGARVE’S BEST VIEWS

“We visited Monchique and drove up to 
Mount Foia, where you can get a great 
view of the Algarve.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Zurich, Switzerland

Mount Foia (Algarve’s highest point, part of 
the Serra de Monchique)

“The Praia da Oura ends with a huge steep 
hill taking you to the beach. The hill is called 
Cardiac Hill, as it is so steep for the upward 
climb. The beach is great, with walkways 
and lots of benches so you can view the 
sea without having to go on the sand!”—
TripAdvisor Member, England

Praia da Oura

You might not be able to concentrate on 
your swing at Palmares Golf, known for its 
tremendous views of Serra de Monchique 
and Lagos Bay.

Palmares Golf, Apt. 74, Meia Praia,  
282 790 500

FAMILIES
“Praia da Rocha (Rock Beach) is one of the 
nicest beaches, and there are also chartered 
fishing trips. Lots to see and do all along the 

coast.”—TripAdvisor Member, Portugal

Praia da Rocha, By the mouth of the Arcade 
river, Portimão 

“The dolphin interaction program at 
Zoomarine is an absolutely unforgettable 
experience. We were in the water with a 
beautiful bottlenose dolphin. There’s also a 
dolphin show, seals and sea lions, bird shows, 
an aquarium, a few rides, outdoor swimming 
pools. Whatever you do, don’t miss out on 
your chance to swim with the dolphins.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Lancashire, U.K.

Zoomarine, Estrada Nacional 125, Km. 65, 
Guia, 289 560 300

You can drive to the top of Mount Foia, so 
even young children can enjoy the view.

Mount Foia (Algarve’s highest point, part of 
the Serra de Monchique)

ROMANCE
“Praia da Dona Ana is a great place to 
relax, or snorkel around the rocks. There 
is a bar/cafe built into the cliff face, which 
means you can get a drink or a snack 
easily.”—TripAdvisor Member, Liverpool, 
England

Praia da Dona Ana, Lagos

“The Old Tavern is a fantastic bar that plays 
really good music, which attracts people of all 
ages. It has the best cocktails for 4 euros (try 
the spicy Bloody Mary). It’s frequented by all 

nationalities because the hosts speak loads of 
languages. Great atmosphere; give it a go.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Leicester, England

The Old Tavern, Rua Lançarote de Freitas, 
34, Lagos

Treat your true love like the prince or 
princess he or she is with a visit to the 
Alcoutim Castle and Archaeology 
Museum.

Alcoutim Castle and Archaeology Museum, 
Alcoutim, 351 281 540 509

“…absolutely unforgettable”

 6. Chapel of Bones (Capela de Ossos), Largo do Carmo, Faro

 7. Museu Municipal Dr. Jose Formosinho, Rua General Alberto da Silveira, Lagos, 282 762 301

 8. Antigo Mercado de Escravos, Praca do Infante Dom Henriques, Lagos 

 9. Carmo Church, Largo do Carmo, Faro

 10. Faro Archaeological Museum, Faro
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“My husband plays tennis at club level, so 
Vale do Lobo Tennis Academy was 
wonderful for him. He was extremely 
impressed with the resort; it is so well 
maintained, and the tennis coaches were 
excellent. He played every day and met 
some fantastic people.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, London, England

Vale do Lobo Tennis Academy, Vale do Lobo 
Resort, Estrada Vale De Lobo, Almancil,  
289 353 333

“We have used Polvo Watersports on 
many occasions and have wonderful 
memories from the dolphin safari. To see 
wild dolphins is something very special. 
It was one of the best things we did.”—
TripAdvisor Member, London, England

Polvo Watersports Algarve, Marina de 
Vilamoura, 8125-409 Quarteira, Vilamoura, 
289 388 149

Pack your trail mix and some water, don 
your best hiking boots and make the 
eight-mile ascent to the top of Mount Foia, 
reaching a height of 2,959 feet.

Mount Foia (Algarve’s highest point, part of 
the Serra de Monchique)

ADVENTURE

“Carmo Church, belonging to the Third 
Order, was inaugurated in 1713, by the 
Bishop D. Antonio da Silva. This temple 

was a great work that reflected the 

high economical and social status of the 
members of the Order. Remarkable.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Faro, Portugal

Carmo Church, Largo do Carmo, Faro 

See cork carvings, 17th-century 
embroidery, a painting gallery and more at 
Museu Municipal Dr. Jose Formosinho.

Museu Municipal Dr. Jose Formosinho, Rua 
General Alberto da Silveira, Lagos, 282 762 301

“Chapel of Bones (Capela de Ossos) is a 
chapel decorated with the skeletal remains 
of 1,245 former monks. An inscription over 
the doorway translates to: ‘Stop here and 
think of the fate that will befall you.’”—
TripAdvisor Member, Faro, Portugal

Chapel of Bones (Capela de Ossos), Largo 
do Carmo, Faro

EDUCATIONAL/HISTORICAL

“Bahia Beach Bar is a nice and cool place 
to hangout in the daytime. Good food and 
easy music with good service! It has live 
music on Sunday from 6-9 P.M. This all can 
be found just five minutes from Lagos town 

at the Meia Praia (beach).”—TripAdvisor 
Member, San Francisco, Calif.

Bahia Beach Bar, Lagos

“Those with an inclination for natural 
history will want to spend some time at Ria 
Formosa Nature Reserve. This estuary 
is a birder’s paradise. Ria Formosa is a 
migratory stop-off point for a number of 
bird species, so there’s a a good chance you 
can knock several species off your life-list.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Chicago, Ill.

Ria Formosa Nature Reserve, Eastern 
Algarve

“Quinta do Lago South golf course is one 
of the world’s finest. It really is like playing on 

the TV: Perfectly manicured fairways, light 
but tough rough (you hardly ever lose a ball) 
and water hazards abound. It helps if you are 
a big hitter, but don’t worry if you are not, as 
the course gives you a real buzz wherever 
you are on it. Great bar afterwards, too, 
for a cool beer in the sun.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Lancashire, England

Quinta do Lago South, Vale do Lobo, 
Almancil, 289 390 700

RELAXATION

The warm sands and refreshing waters of 
Praia da Oura can be enjoyed by those 
with even the strictest of budgets.

Praia da Oura

“Loulé is a city that boasts markets and 
weekly fairs that bring in visitors from 
throughout the province. Loulé is also the 
place to go in February, as its Carnival 
celebrations are truly one-of-a-kind.”—
TripAdvisor Member

Loulé

“Algarve’s capital, Faro, is a strongly 
encouraged excursion. The remnants 
strewn here as monuments of medieval 
Moorish rule and subsequent Christendom 
provide glimpses into Portugal’s past. 
Faro’s Naval Museum and its numerous 
markets and shops make the capital a very 
worthwhile visit.”—TripAdvisor Member

Faro

BUDGET

Where

to PLAY

“…a birder’s paradise.”

“Stop here and think of the 
fate that will befall you.”
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Travel to Portugal and enjoy delicious 
German offerings at Café Doris, from ice 
cream to crepes to stick-to-your-ribs meaty 
entrees.

Café Doris, Av. Dr. Francisco Sá Carneiro, 
Areias de São João, Albufeira, 289 512 4 55

Aquarelle serves delicious international 
cuisine with enough variety that even picky 
children will find something they love.

Aquarelle, Pereiras de Almancil, 289 397 973

With an enormous menu spanning wide 
varieties of meat, fish, vegetables and 

omelets, everyone will be able to find 

something satisfying at Mr. Freddie’s.

Mr. Freddie’s, Almancil Road, Vale do Lobo, 
Almancil, 289 393 651

FAMILIES

What’s
the TOUR

How to Get Around

WHERE to
eat

At Restaurante Amadeus, enjoy 
vegetables, meat and seafood so fresh that 
even the great composer himself would be 
humbled.

Restaurante Amadeus, Escanxinas, Estrada 
Quarteira, Almancil, 289 399 134

Treat that special someone to a tasty 
meal of local delicacies. “Don Sebastiao 
Restaurant must not be missed, 
particularly if you like really fresh fish 

brought to your table for inspection 
before cooking.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Warminster, England

Don Sebastião, Rua do 25 de Abril 20, Lagos, 
282 762 795

For dinner under the stars—a Michelin star, 
that is—head to the chic Henrique Leis for 
a modern, exquisitely prepared meal.

Henrique Leis, Vale Formosa, Almancil,  
289 393 438

ROMANCE

“The most common method by which 
travelers get around Algarve is via rental 
car, which is generally obtained at the 
airport upon arrival in the area. Driving 
regulations in Algarve are standard in terms 
of international road rules.”—TripAdvisor 
Member

“The bus system in Algarve is efficient. It is 

not a city-wide bus system operated by the 
local government, but rather is a system of 
private buses, which offer tours and various 
routes throughout Algarve.”—TripAdvisor 
Member

“Algarve is filled with and surrounded by 

beautiful nature. This fact, combined with 
the excellent weather, makes it a perfect 
place for walking or biking.”—TripAdvisor 
Member

Want more information on Algarve? 
TripAdvisor.com offers free weekly e-mail 
updates filled with new deals, reviews 
and articles for Algarve or any other 
destination you choose.  

You won’t find an exceptional atmosphere at 

Adega Nortenha, but you probably won’t 
mind as you enjoy affordable and expertly 
prepared regional dishes.

Adega Nortenha, Praça Ferreira de Almeida 25, 
Faro, 289 822 709

Minar is a “brilliant Indian restaurant in 
the center of Albufeira. It doesn’t look so 
inviting from outside, but venture in and 
you will get the best food and wine at really 
reasonable prices! Their Shaslik (served on 
a sizzling platter) is out of this world. Go and 
try—you will not regret it!”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Northern Ireland

Minar, Rua Diogo Cão, Albufeira, 289 513 196

“When in the Portimao area, especially at 
Praia da Rocha, you must dine at Adri’s. 
The food is reasonably priced, and you are 
given a good hearty meal. To top it off, you’ll 
also be given a shot of brandy, one for the 
road!”—TripAdvisor Member

Adri’s, Av. Tomás Cameira, Portimao,  
282 411 114

BUDGET

“…fresh fish brought to 
your table for inspection”

“…one for the road!”
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WHERE to
eat

“There are lots of lovely places to eat in 
Albufeira. One is called Alfredo—beautiful 
food.”—TripAdvisor Member, United 
Kingdom

Alfredo, Rua do 5 de Outubro 9-11, 
Albufeira, 289 512 059

“Walk down the road to the Old town, 
where the tunnel goes down to the beach, 
and visit Casa Da Fonte (up the steps 
on the right, just before the tunnel to the 
beach). This was by far the best restaurant 
we ate in all week! We went back twice. 
Here’s a tip: Get there before 7:30/8 P.M. 
to ensure you get a table.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Kent, England

The dirt road you follow to Pequeno 
Mundo doesn’t give any clues about the fine 

international cuisine you’ll find inside.

Pequeno Mundo, Pereiras-Oeste, Almancil, 
289 399 866

HIDDEN GEMS

Nothing can be much fresher than a meal 
at Os Arcos Marisqueria, with a menu 
that changes daily to reflect the goods the 

fishermen have brought in.

Os Arcos Marisqueria, Rua 25 de Abril 30, 
Lagos, 282 763 210

“Up in the hills at Monchique is Bica-Boa. 
Excellent food—not purely vegetarian, but a 
good range of veggie choices.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Cardiff, Wales

Bica-Boa, Estrada de Lisboa, 266, 
Monchique, 282 912 271

“Vino Divino is an Italian wine bar/ 
restaurant that advertises vegetarian 
meals.”—TripAdvisor Member

Vino Divino, Rua 1º de Maio, Lagos,  
917 009 238

HEALTH-CONSCIOUS

TripAdvisor members have posted  
more than 1,300,000 photos on the site.  
The good, the bad and the very candid.  
It’s almost like being there!

SPECIAL EVENTS

Discover local artists creating vibrant works in a diverse array of 
innovative styles at the Algarve Artists’ Network Art Opening. 
(November 8 – December 22)
Algarve Artists’ Network Art Opening, Museu do Trajo, São Brás de 
Alportel, 289 840 100

Find unique Christmas gifts and souvenirs all in one place at the annual 
Network Christmas Fair. (December 1)
Network Christmas Fair, Hotel Garbe, Armação de Pêra, 282 415 843

Celebrate Easter with the citizens of São Bras de Alportel, where 
townsfolk carry torches through the streets, call “ Hallelujah!” and lay 
flowers at the parish church to cushion the feet of the attending priest. 

(April 12)
Easter Sunday, São Bras de Alportel

Watch innovative short films, both live action and animated, at the 

Festival Internacional de Cinema do Algarve (FICA). Awards 
are given to films in various categories, including Best Film By A 

Portuguese Director, Best Film About Nature And The Environment, 

Best Film About The Algarve and Best Film With A Message Of Love 

And Peace Among Men. The festival also includes regional screening 
events in neighboring towns. (April)

Festival Internacional de Cinema do Algarve (FICA), Various venues, 
Portimão, 282 422 667, http://www.algarvefilmfest.com
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At Grande Real Santa Eulalia Resort 
& Hotel Spa, luxury has a waterfront 
location along the Algarve coastline. “It 
was the perfect spot to go for our one year 
anniversary.”—TripAdvisor Member, Spain

Grande Real Santa Eulalia Resort & Hotel 
Spa, Praia de Santa Eulália, Albufeira,  
210 507 5999

Pestana Alvor Praia Hotel offers an 
impressive range of lavish offerings. “We asked 
for an upgraded room, and received a suite on 
the fifth floor with fantastic sea views, and also 

a double bed on the balcony for sunbathing.”—
TripAdvisor Member, High Wycombe, England

Pestana Alvor Praia, Praia Dos Três Irmãos, 
Alvor, Portimao, 282 400 900

Vila Vita Parc is a cliff-top oasis with a 
range of accommodations, unique amenities 
(like a private yacht for touring the coastline) 
and, of course, stunning views. “The hotel is 
beautiful, staff extremely helpful and facilities 
excellent.”—TripAdvisor Member, England

Vila Vita Parc, Alporchinhos, Porches,  
282 310 200

LUXURY

“Great amenities, great location, great price” 
at the Marina Club. “The kitchen/living 
area was huge, and everything was brand 
spanking new.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
North Yorkshire, England

Marina Club Lagos Resort, Marina de Lagos, 
Lagos, 282 790 600

“Mirachoro Praia was just brilliant–such good 
value. The room was spacious and very clean, 
with a lovely balcony. The bed was comfortable, 
the room had great curtains to block the light 
from coming into the room in the mornings, and 
there was no noise at nighttime, either. It was, 
without doubt, the best week’s sleep I have 
ever had on a holiday.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
United Kingdom

Mirachoro Praia Hotel, Estrada do Farol, 
Praia do Carvoeiro, Apartado 1232, 
Carvoeiro, 282 350 160

“We loved Tivoli Almansor Hotel! We 
asked for an upgrade and were allocated 
a seaview room, which was absolutely 
gorgeous. Yes, the furniture is a bit dated, 
but so what? The view was absolutely 
gorgeous and cannot be beaten!”—
TripAdvisor Member, Herts, England

Tivoli Almansor Hotel, Apt. 1299, Vale do 
Covo, Praia do Carvoeiro, Carvoeiro,  
282 351 100 

BUDGET

“We were so impressed with Monte 
Dourado. Excellent spacious 
accommodation, right by the poolside, well 
equipped, clean. Reception staff was very 
helpful. We hired a car to get out and about, 
which is also very useful for visiting the 
supermarket on the edge of the village.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Leeds, England

Monte Dourado, Apt. 208, Carvoeiro,  
282 351 600

“We visited the Rocha Brava Apartments 
way back in 1998, and we have been coming 
back ever since. We have three children 
of various ages, and the resort offers 
everything a family could want: several 
beautiful pools, tennis courts, park, superb 
gym and something for the teens (an 
internet cafe and pool table).”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Gloucestershire, England

Rocha Brava Apartments, Apt. 1047 
Alfazinda, Carvoeiro, 282 350 370

“We had one of the Colina da Lapa‘s two-
bedroom apartments, or should I say semi-
detached villas, and were most impressed. 
These clean and spacious villas really did 
have everything.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Inverness, Scotland

Colina da Lapa, Ur Sesmarias Apt. 65, 
Carvoeiro, 282 342 483

FAMILIES

STAYWhere

to

ROMANCE
“My husband and I stayed at Vila Domilu. 
It was very nice, and the public areas and 
beach areas were very well-appointed 
and nicely decorated. The food was very 
good and overall ambiance of the hotel was 
very romantic, although very isolated.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Ridgewood, N.J.

Vila Domilu, Estrada do Benagil, Apt. 1250, 
Praia do Carvoeiro, Carvoeiro, 282 350 610 

“We stayed at the Hotel Carvoeiro Sol for 
one week and found no cause for complaint 
whatsoever. Rooms are clean and airy, 
staff is extremely friendly, and the location 
of the hotel is perfect for exploring the 
beaches, coves and restaurants nearby.”—
TripAdvisor Member, London, England

Hotel Carvoeiro Sol, Praia do Carvoeiro, 
Carvoeiro, 282 357 301

“We were two couples who shared a two-
bedroom in Pestana Palm Gardens. The 
pool was heated, and the surroundings were 
clean. We ate in most nights and were satisfied 

with the kitchen facilities. We enjoyed the layout 
of the condos with two floors and the ability 

to sit outside on the lawns.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Moncton, New Brunswick

Pestana Palm Gardens, Vale de Centeanes, 
Praia do Carvoeiro, Lagoa, 282 350 200

Have questions about Algarve? Get 
insider advice from local experts in our 
forums.  The majority of questions are 
answered within 24 hours.
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TripAdvisor is the largest travel community in the world with 25 million monthly visitors and featuring more than 20 million reviews and 
opinions of 306,000 hotels and attractions. TripAdvisor.com is the most trusted source for travel recommendations about where to go, where 
to stay and how to play for 33,000 destinations around the world. TripAdvisor.com also provides easy access to the major online travel sites to 
make booking your next vacation, your best vacation, easier than ever.
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STAY
“This was a mini break for us. Suites Alba 
was one of the best places in our travels. A 
quiet oasis with nature all around. By the 

sea, with beautiful gardens and fantastic 
panoramic views, it’s isolated from the 
madding crowd.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Aberdeen, Scotland

Suites Alba - Resort & Spa, Apt. 1025, Praia 
de Albandeira, Carvoeiro, 282 380 700

“The Vila Nova Apartments are very 
spacious and clean. The pool and excellent 
restaurant are run by a young couple who 
also manage the apartments. We met 
people who had returned there over 10 
times!”—TripAdvisor Member, Manchester, 
England

Vila Nova Apartments, Apt. 1130, Praia do 
Carvoeiro, Carvoeiro, 282 356 011

Residencial Algarve “was a great deal and 
a gem to find. If you are staying in Faro, this 

is the place to stay.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Alaska

Residencial Algarve, 52 Rua Infante D. 
Henrique, Faro, 289 895 700

HIDDEN GEMS
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