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Auckland is far more than a base camp for New Zealand exploration. 
Top-notch museums, an abundance of parks, scenic islands only a 
short ferry ride away in the Hauraki Gulf and a richly diverse cultural 
mix make this shimmering waterfront city a worthy destination in its 
own right.

Experience the city’s Maori influences at the Auckland Museum, pick 

up Polynesian handicrafts at the Otara Market or people-watch in the 
bustling historic neighborhoods of Ponsonby and Parnell. Outdoor 
enthusiasts will find a mélange of adventure at their fingertips, from 

kayaking and sailing to high-octane bungee jumping. For a bird’s-eye 
view of this urban playground, head to the top of the Sky Tower, the 
Southern Hemisphere’s tallest building.

Auckland’s weather can best be described as constantly fluctuating. 

Although the summer months between December and February are 
the sunniest, rain is never out of the question. June, July and August 
are the coolest months, but seldom does it freeze. You can often get 
away with wearing short sleeves even in the middle of winter.

Just remember, in the Maori language, Auckland is called Tamaki 
Makau Rau, “the city of 100 lovers.” One trip is all it takes to fall under 
the spell of this North Island gem.

Inside

TripAdvisor, the most trusted source for where to eat, sleep and play in thousands of destinations around 

the world, has collected the best insider tips from its 25 million monthly visitors to produce a unique 

series of travel guides. In addition to the best hotels, restaurants and attractions for every type of traveler, 

you’ll get great advice about what to pack, how to get around and where to find the best views. Be sure 

to check out the guides at www.tripadvisor.com.

 1. “The New Zealand weather motto is 
‘four seasons in one day.’ Clothing is 
best worn layered so you can remove 
it as the day heats up.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, New Zealand

 2. “Aucklanders can be very dressy if 
they want, but generally dress casually. 
Bring your own style. That will 
make you feel you are comfortable 
anywhere.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
New Zealand

 3. “A lightweight jacket is a must for 
the cooler evenings.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, New Zealand

PACKING TIPS

INTRODUCTION

AUCKLANDYou’ll find reviews for more than 230,000 
hotels, 76,000 attractions and 435,000 
restaurants on TripAdvisor.com. Learn from 
other travelers what to expect before you 
make your plans.
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VIEWSTop

Where

to PLAY
TOP 10 Attractions

 1. Auckland War Memorial Museum, Domain Drive, The Domain Parnell, 9 309 0443

 2. Sky Tower, Corner of Victoria and Federal streets, 9 363 6422

 3. Ponsonby

 4. Coast to Coast Tours, Waimauku, 9 411 7080

 5. Otara Market, Newbury St., 9 274 0830  

AUCKLAND’S BEST VIEWS
“The Sky Tower is wonderful and has 
amazing views of the entire city.” At more 
than 1,000 feet, it is the tallest building in 
the Southern Hemisphere. “A must-see! 
Pay the extra money and go to the top 
floor.”—TripAdvisor Member, Newark, Del.

Sky Tower, Corner of Victoria and Federal 
streets, 9 363 6422

The namesake tree is gone, but volcanic 
One Tree Hill still provides a great vantage 
point. “You can drive or walk up the hill, 
although parking was a bit tight at the 
top. Much better to walk up—if you’re fit! 

It’s worth it for the view.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Manchester, U.K.

One Tree Hill, 670 Manukau Road, Epsom

“Rangitoto Island is roughly circular in 
shape, with gently sloping sides leading to 
a central volcanic cone. You can reach the 
island by ferry, private boat, windsurfer 
or kayak. The walk to the top of the 
island is rewarded with spectacular vistas 
of Auckland. Wear tough shoes, take a 
picnic lunch and bring plenty of water.”—
TripAdvisor Member, New Zealand

Rangitoto Island

FAMILIES
The Auckland Zoo, home to native kiwis, 
tuataras and international species, is “a great 
place to visit. Take a picnic lunch; there are 
plenty of food outlets there, but you pay top 
dollar.”—TripAdvisor Member

Auckland Zoo, Motions Road, Western 
Springs, 9 360 3800

“Take a scenic drive to SheepWorld to 
see an authentic farm with sheep, ducks, 
miniature ponies and other animals. There is 
a sheep shearing show, too.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Cherry Hill, N.J.

SheepWorld Farm & Nature Park, State 
Highway 1, 4 km. north of Auckland,  
9 425 7444

“Make sure you go to Kelly Tarlton’s 
Underwater World,” especially at shark-
feeding time. “Kids will love the different 
fish and penguins.”—TripAdvisor Member, 

London, England

Kelly Tarlton’s Antarctic Encounter & 
Underwater World, 23 Tamaki Dr.,  
9 528 0603

ROMANCE
“Take a day trip to Waiheke Island, which 
is about a 35-minute ferry ride from the city. 
It really is beautiful out there.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Auckland

Waiheke Island

Volcanic “Mount Eden is worth a visit if 
you like to just relax. It’s a fantastic place 
to watch the sunset, too.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Malaysia

Mount Eden, 250 Mount Eden Road

“A short drive on Highway 16 west of 
Auckland takes you to the magnificent 

Waitakere Ranges, a large protected 
rainforest region with trails, cafes and 
picnic spots for your private romantic 
experience.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Auckland

Waitakere Ranges, 9 366 2000

 6. Parnell, Parnell Road

 7. Mount Eden, Mount Eden Road, Access off Hillside Crescent

 8. Cornwall Park, Epsom, 9 630 8485

 9. Rangitoto Mountain

 10. Queen Street



tripadvisor.com 4 Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Make like Spider-Man: Scale the Auckland 
Harbour Bridge and then plunge off, 
courtesy of the resident bungee jump.

AJ Hackett Bungy & Bridge Climb, Curran 
Street, Westhaven Reserve, 9 361 2000

There’s no bungee-style bouncing, but 
the 630-foot Sky Jump is still not for the 
faint of heart. “You jump, are slowed for a 
picture, then proceed in near-freefall before 
being slowed gradually at the bottom.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Dayton, Ohio

Sky Jump at the Sky Tower, Corner of 
Victoria and Federal streets, 9 368 1835

“Arrange to go out to the west coast 
beaches of Piha and Muriwai. These are 
really spectacular, sometimes wild, surf 
beaches.”—TripAdvisor Member, New 
Zealand

Piha and Muriwai beaches

ADVENTURE

The Auckland War Memorial Museum 
has “excellent displays relating to Maori 
and Pacific Island culture, war history 

and memorials housed in a beautiful 
heritage building.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Melbourne, Australia

Auckland War Memorial Museum, Domain 
Drive, The Domain Parnell, 9 309 0443

“The animated film of the canoe voyage at 

the New Zealand National Maritime 
Museum is excellent, and the displays 
are good. This is not a museum where 
everything is in cases!”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Wellington, New Zealand

New Zealand National Maritime Museum, 
Corner of Quay and Hobson streets,  
9 373 0800

Originating as a farmhouse in 1863, 
Alberton evolved into a timber mansion 
with decorative flourishes out of a fairy tale. 

Explore the historic home and gardens 
Wednesday through Sunday.

Alberton, 100 Mount Albert Road

EDUCATIONAL/HISTORICAL

Take the 10-minute ferry ride to 
Devonport, “a lovely old suburb with 
cafes and galleries.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Northland, New Zealand

Devonport

Escape the city bustle with a stroll through 
Albert Park, which features towering palm 
trees, formal gardens and a massive ombu 
tree with twisting roots.

Albert Park, Access paths from Kitchener, 
Wellesley and Princes streets, 9 379 2020

“Head out to Clevedon, a lovely rural part 
of South Auckland, and have a really relaxing 
evening in the countryside.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Northland, New Zealand

Clevedon

RELAXATION

Watch the world go by over coffee in 
Ponsonby, “the most happening place 
in Auckland, full of cafes, restaurants and 
people sitting at tables at all hours.”—
TripAdvisor Member, London, England

Ponsonby

“If you find yourself in Auckland on a 

Saturday morning, you must visit the 
Otara Market,” for woven baskets, bone 
and greenstone carvings and Polynesian 
food. “The people were as colorful as 
the produce.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Melbourne, Australia

Otara Market, Newbury Street, 9 274 0830

Admission is free at the Auckland 
Art Gallery, which has a “wonderful 
permanent collection, along with national 
and international touring exhibitions.”—
TripAdvisor Member, New Zealand

Auckland Art Gallery, Toi o Tamaki, Corner 
of Wellesley and Kitchener streets,  
9 307 7700

BUDGET

Where

to PLAY

TripAdvisor members have posted  
more than 1,300,000 photos on the site.  
The good, the bad and the very candid.  
It’s almost like being there!

“…the most happening 
place in Auckland”

“…not a museum where 
everything is in cases”
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“Mecca Stonehouse Café is in a fabulous 
location right on Mission Bay beach. There’s 
a children’s playground close by, as well as a 
huge fountain.”—TripAdvisor Member

Mecca Stonehouse Café, 44 Tamaki Dr., 
Mission Bay, 9 578 1112

The outside courtyard with toys and a 
sandbox will keep little ones entertained 
during a meal at 121, a Ponsonby coffee 
shop popular with all ages.

121, 121 Ponsonby Road, 9 376 4954

“For great food with indigenous ingredients 
in an award-winning building,” plus honey 
tasting and a peek at the workings of a 
beehive, check out BeesOnline Honey 
Centre & Café. “It’s near Muriwai beach 
in West Auckland, which is awesome!”—
TripAdvisor Member, Auckland

BeesOnline Honey Centre & Cafe, 791 State 
Hwy. 16, Waimauku, 9 411 7953

FAMILIES

What’s
the TOUR

How to Get Around

WHERE to
eat

Hit the trifecta of great food, wine and 
views at Mudbrick. “There is something 
quite magical about having dinner and 
being able to look back at the Auckland 
city skyline.”—TripAdvisor Member, New 
Zealand

Mudbrick Vineyard & Restaurant, Church 
Bay Road, Oneroa, Waiheke Island,  
9 372 9050

“From a privileged wharf-end position, 
White Restaurant has one of the 
best views in all of Auckland. The name 
references the white on white on 
white color scheme. It’s a great place 
to be seduced or to do the seducing.”—
TripAdvisor Member

White Restaurant, Hilton Auckland, Princes 
Wharf, 147 Quay St., 9 978 2020

“Delicious” modern New Zealand 
cuisine infuses the menu at The Grove, 
accompanied by “wonderful wines from 
the region.”—TripAdvisor Member, San 
Francisco, Calif.

The Grove, St. Patrick’s Square, Wyndham 
Street, 9 368 4129

ROMANCE

The red City Circuit bus is “an excellent 
free bus service that circles around the main 
city center locations. It runs from 8 A.M. 
to 6 P.M. every day, with a bus every ten 
minutes.”—TripAdvisor Member, London, 
England

For areas beyond the central business 
district, Maxx Regional Transport offers 
single day and multiday passes that cover 
buses, ferries and trains.

“Newmans sightseeing coach tour from 
Auckland to Rotorua was most enjoyable. 
The driver was informative about everything 
on the route and stopped off in several 
interesting places. It’s a cheap way to 
see the country.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Australia

Want more information on Auckland? 
TripAdvisor.com offers free weekly e-mail 
updates filled with new deals, reviews 
and articles for Auckland or any other 
destination you choose.  

The old Mexican Café, opposite SKYCITY, 
is “great for casual fare and Latin dancing 
and is not very expensive.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Auckland

Mexican Café, 67 Victoria St. W., 9 373 2311

Eat Asian on lower Queen Street is a great 
option. “This food court is exclusively Asian 
food. Average prices are around AU$8 to 
AU$12 for a substantial meal.”—TripAdvisor 
Member

Eat Asian, Strand Arcade, 233–237 Queen St., 
9 307 1611 

“You can’t go wrong with the Ponsonby 
International Foodcourt. It is renowned 
throughout Auckland and has everything 
from Thai to Turkish, Indian, Chinese, 
Malaysian and heaps more.”—TripAdvisor 
Member

Ponsonby Village International Foodcourt, 
106 Ponsonby Road, 9 361 5398

BUDGET

“It’s a great place to be 
seduced or to do the seducing.”
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WHERE to
eat

Don’t let its typical café exterior fool 

you—Molten is a top-notch restaurant 
serving sophisticated European cuisine.

Molten Restaurant, 422 Mt. Eden Road,  
9 638 7236

“There is an excellent degustation restaurant 
in South Auckland called Bracu. It is getting 
rave reviews from journalists.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Auckland

Bracu Restaurant, Simunovich Olive Estate, 
49 Main Road, Bombay Hill, 9 236 1030

Pacific Rim cuisine and an extensive dessert 

menu are hallmarks of Bowmans, “one of 
the best restaurants in Auckland in terms 
of food, quality and pricing.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Auckland

Bowmans, 597 Mount Eden Road,  
9 638 9676

HIDDEN GEMS

“Zarbo cafe and deli in Newmarket is a 
fabulous place to go for coffee and cake 
or a light lunch.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Concord, Mass.

Zarbo Delicatessen and Café, 24 Morrow 
St., Newmarket, 9 520 2721

The Auckland Fish Market houses a 
gourmet deli and sushi bar. Eat in or, “if you 
get a room with cooking facilities, you can 
take advantage of the wonderful fish market 

and fresh produce.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
New Zealand

Auckland Fish Market, Corner of Daldy and 
Madden streets, Freemans Bay, 9 379 1490

Salads and smoothies are the specialties at 
Revive, a vegetarian restaurant located at 
the bottom of Queen Street.

Revive, 16 Fort St., 9 307 1586

HEALTH-CONSCIOUS

SPECIAL EVENTS
Go on a Big Day Out with internationally acclaimed musicians 
including Neal Young, the Arctic Monkeys, the Ting Tings, My 
Morning Jacket and many more at New Zealand’s biggest music 
festival. (January 16)

Big Day Out, Mt. Smart Stadium,  
http://www.bigdayout.com/auckland.php

Cheer on the sailors and enjoy vibrant parades and activities during 
the Auckland Anniversary Day Regatta. (January 26)

Auckland Anniversary Day Regatta, Waitemata Harbour,  
http://www.regatta.org.nz

Make the trip to Waiheke Island to experience the best in New 
Zealand wines, live music and friendly company at the Waiheke 
Wine Festival. (February 6 – 8)

Waiheke Wine Festival, Isola Estate, Waiheke,  
http://www.dv8.info/wwf

Discover the music, culture and art of the South Pacific at the 

Pasifika Festival, featuring traditional Polynesian food, concerts, a 
huge craft fair and much more. (March 13 – 14)

Pasifika Festival, Western Springs Park,  
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/whatson/events/pasifika/default.asp

Celebrate diversity with two weeks of events from DJ parties and 
cabarets to film screenings and sports at the annual Hero Festival, 
Auckland’s premier LGTB pride fest. (February)

Hero Festival, Various venues, http://www.hero.org.nz

Explore the arts of New Zealand at the Auckland Festival, a 
multidisciplinary extravaganza featuring innovative visual art and edgy 
performances in theater, music and dance. (March 5 – 22)

Auckland Festival, Various venues, 9 309 0101,  
http://www.aucklandfestival.co.nz
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Stay in the Residence wing of the Hyatt 
Regency-Auckland for beautifully 
appointed rooms with fabulous views. 

“Service was top-notch, the restaurant 
was excellent and the pool and spa were 
great.”—TripAdvisor Member, Naples, Fla.

Hyatt Regency-Auckland, Corner of Princes 
Street and Waterloo Quadrant, 9 355 1234

“The stunning interior design at Mollies 
Boutique Hotel is complemented by 
wonderful food and wine, staff that constantly 
go the extra mile and special touches like 
antique harps or grand pianos in the rooms.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Sydney, Australia

Mollies Boutique Hotel, 6 Tweed St., St. 
Mary’s Bay, 9 376 3489

The “stylish and modern” Hilton Auckland 
offers magnificent apartments “that look 

directly onto the spectacular Auckland 
harbor. Nighttime was outstanding, with 
dazzling lights.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Sydney, Australia

Hilton Auckland, Princes Wharf, 147 Quay St., 
9 978 2000

LUXURY

“We stumbled across Ventura Inn & 
Suites Airport and were so happy we 
did. It’s brand new, spotlessly clean and 
has a great complimentary breakfast. The 
proximity to the airport can’t be beat.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick

Ventura Inn & Suites Airport, 14 Airpark 
Dr., 9 275 4540

“BK’s Pioneer Motor Lodge is a great 
place to stay if you’re passing through and 
need to be close to Auckland airport. It’s 
clean, well-equipped, and there’s free 
wireless internet.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Melbourne, Australia

BK’s Pioneer Motor Lodge, 205 Kirkbride 
Road, Mangere, 9 275 7752

“Anyone who wants to experience old-
fashioned hospitality at its finest” should 

check out Dukes Midway Lodge. 
“Management was terrific, the rooms were 

great and there is a fantastic guitar-shaped 
pool.”—TripAdvisor Member, Melbourne, 
Australia

Dukes Midway Lodge, 4 Vagus Place (off Pah 
Road), Royal Oak, 9 625 4399

BUDGET

Located “a few steps from the famous 
Parnell Road,” the Chalet Chevron “has 
interesting decorations by local artists, good-
sized rooms and a homey atmosphere.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Hradec Králové, 

Czech Republic

Chalet Chevron, 14 Brighton Road, Parnell, 
9 309 0290

The Spencer on Byron Hotel is “a great 
choice for a family wanting a bit more 
flexibility than a run-of-the-mill hotel room 

can provide.” The beach is “within easy 
walking distance.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Queensland, Australia

Spencer on Byron Hotel, 9–17 Byron Ave., 
Takapuna Beach, 9 916 6111

Oaks Smartstay Apartments on 
Hobson offers new units with “a good 
fridge, stove, microwave and dishwasher 
and, in the bathroom, a washer/dryer 
combination. You could easily sleep four in 
the apartment, so it’s really inexpensive.”—
TripAdvisor Member

Oaks Smartstay Apartments on Hobson, 
188 Hobson St., 9 337 5800

FAMILIES

STAYWhere

to

ROMANCE
“Breakfast was fantastic, the gardens 
were beautiful and you can’t help but be 
mesmerized as you relax in the Peace and 
Plenty Inn, a secluded home away from 
home.”—TripAdvisor Member, Tauranga, 
New Zealand

Peace and Plenty Inn, 6 Flagstaff Terrace, 
Devonport, 9 445 2925

Book a deluxe marina room at Sebel 
Suites and enjoy the “modern furniture, 
well-appointed kitchen, two balconies 
with sea views and comfortable bed.”—
TripAdvisor Member, United Kingdom

Sebel Suites Auckland, 85–89 Customs St. W., 
9 978 4000

Aachen House is “immaculately furnished, 
maintained and managed with its own 
garden and off-street parking. Meals were 
excellent, and rooms are generous in 
size.”—TripAdvisor Member, Wellington, 
New Zealand

Aachen House, 39 Market Road, Remuera, 
9 520 2329

Have questions about Auckland? Get 
insider advice from local experts in our 
forums.  The majority of questions are 
answered within 24 hours.

“…a secluded home 
away from home.”

“…old-fashioned 
hospitality at its finest”



tripadvisor.com 8 Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

TripAdvisor is the largest travel community in the world with 25 million monthly visitors and featuring more than 20 million reviews and 
opinions of 306,000 hotels and attractions. TripAdvisor.com is the most trusted source for travel recommendations about where to go, where 
to stay and how to play for 33,000 destinations around the world. TripAdvisor.com also provides easy access to the major online travel sites to 
make booking your next vacation, your best vacation, easier than ever.
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STAY
“Stafford Villa is beautiful, the rooms 
exquisite and the location perfect. It is in 
a quiet neighborhood only a short ferry 
ride to downtown Auckland. The breakfast 
menu includes pretty much whatever your 
heart desires.”—TripAdvisor Member, 
Lafayette, Calif.

Stafford Villa, 2 Awanui St., Birkenhead 
Point, 9 418 3022

Braemar on Parliament Street, a 
“wonderfully restored Edwardian home,” 
has “both period touches and modern 
luxuries, from the robes and slippers to a 
CD player and satellite TV.”—TripAdvisor 
Member, Los Angeles, Calif.

Braemar on Parliament Street,  
7 Parliament St., 9 377 5463

Take the short flight to Earthsong Lodge, a 
mountainside retreat “with glorious views 
down to the sea.” The owners’ “attention 
to detail is outstanding,” including the 
five-course meal served each evening.—

TripAdvisor Member, London, England

Earthsong Lodge, 38 Medland Road, 
Tryphena, Great Barrier Island, 9 429 0030

HIDDEN GEMS

Edited/compiled by LoAnn Halden and Sheila Koenig

Where

to


