MONTREAL

SPRING & SUMMER GUIDE 2009

The best places to eat, sleep and play
in Montreal this spring and summer

With more than 20 million reviews and opinions, TripAdvisor makes travel planning
a snap for the 31 million travelers visiting our site each month.

tripadvisor-

get the truth. then go”®

Think before you print. And if you do print, print double-sided.




TripAdvisor, the most trusted source for where to eat, sleep and play in thousands of destinations around

the world, has collected the best insider tips from its 31 million monthly visitors to produce a unique

series of travel guides. In addition to the best hotels, restaurants and attractions for every type of traveler,

you'll get great advice about what to pack, how to get around and where to find the best views. Be sure

to check out the guides at www.tripadvisor.com.

tripadvisor-

get the truth. then go?”

You'll find reviews for more than 270,000
hotels, 78,000 attractions and 469,000
restaurants on TripAdvisor.com. Learn from
other travelers what to expect before you
make your plans.

I. “If you don’t speak French, it may be a
good idea to bring along a French-English
dictionary.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Montreal

2. Pack fashionable clothes for evening.
“Montrealers know how to dress well. Wear a
pair of black pants or stylish jeans/skirt with a
nice shirt.”—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

3. “Bring good sneakers or walking shoes
that you don’t mind getting a tad dirty” if the
weather is less than perfect.—TripAdvisor
Member

4. “Make sure at least one of your layers is wind-
proof. On astill day at 14F, you can walk
outside relatively easily; but with even a slight
wind, you're toast. Oops, | mean the opposite:
ice.”—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

In 1760, France lost the colony that became Montreal to the
British, but the French influence is permanently imprinted upon

this cosmopolitan Canadian city of almost two million people.

Outdoor cafes, numerous parks crisscrossed with cycling paths
and an energetic nightlife scene contribute to the “joie de vivre”
that permeates the air.

Bask in the serenity of the Montreal Botanical Gardens in
spring or watch the changing colors of the wooded Laurentian
Mountains in the fall. Take a hike up Mount Royal in the

heat of summer to enjoy sweeping views of the city. And
during the winter deep freeze, the buzz continues in the vast
Underground City of restaurants and shops that connects

to the Metro system. Above or below ground, the streets of
Montreal are a playground for visitors year-round.

tripadvisor.com




MONTREALS BEST VIEWS

Take in “a panoramic view of downtown
and the mountain” from Le Pier Cité

du Havre, famous for Habitat 67, an
experimental (and controversial) housing
complex built during the Montreal World’s
Fair (Expo 67).—TripAdvisor Member,
Montreal

Le Pier Cité du Havre

Where
to

The view from the 574-foot Olympic
Tower, the tallest leaning tower in the
world, “truly is amazing and definitely worth
the visit. You get to see all of Montreal, and
the elevator on the way up is really fun;

it has glass so you get to see the city” en
route.—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Olympic Tower, Pierre-de-Coubertin Ave.,
near Metro stop Pie-1X, 877 997 0919

PLAY

Take a ride up 761-foot Mont Royal “to see
a beautiful view of the city for free, lots of
people exercising and taking pictures and
The Smith House, a beautiful chalet-type
building with lots of stairs for resting.” The
pleasant mountain spot is the only truly
elevated area of Montreal.—TripAdvisor
Member, Pennsylvania

Mont Royal, Information Center,
Remembrance Road, 514 843 8240

TOP 10 Attractions

. Montreal Botanical Gardens (Jardin Botanique de Montreal), 4101 rue Sherbrooke E.,

514872 1400

. Notre-Dame Basilica (Basilique Notre-Dame), |10 Notre-Dame W., 514 842 2925

3. Old Montreal (Vieux-Montreal)

. Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (Musee des Beaux-Arts), 1380 rue Sherbrooke W.,

514285 1600

. Museum of Archaeology and History (Pointe-a-Calliere Museum), 350 Place Royale,

5148729150

6. Mont (Mount) Royal, Information Center, Remembrance Road,

514 843 8240

7. Jean-Talon Market, 7075 Casgrain Ave., 514 277 1588

8. Saute-Moutons / Lachine Rapids Jet Boat Tours, 47 de la

Commune W., 514 284 9607

9. Moldavie, | rue St-Paul W., 514 287 9582

10. Boulevard Saint-Laurent

FAMILIES

“In a single place, you can feel as though
you are in a forest or at the North Pole.
The Biodome has a space for every kind
of weather in the world and shows you
the plants and animals of each of the
environments.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Guadalajara, Mexico

Biodome de Montreal, 4777 Pierre-de-
Coubertin Ave., 514 868 3000

ROMANCE

With evening tango in the summer and
a skating rink over the winter, “Parc
Lafontaine is a jewel of a park that will
make you fall in love with Montreal.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Lafontaine Park, rue Sherbrooke and Parc-
La Fontaine Avenue, 514 872 2644

“Just outside the city, La Sucrerie de la
Montagne is a historic sugar shack offering
guided tours, hay rides on horse-drawn
carriages and, of course, sugary treats from
the hundred-year-old bakery.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Toronto, Ontario

La Sucrerie de la Montagne, 300 rang Saint-
Georges, Rigaud, 450 451 0831

Combine a visit to the small Insectarium
with the Biodome or Botanical Gardens.
“Some of the beetles were incredible and
they had a great butterfly collection.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Boston, Mass.

Montreal Insectarium, Botanical Garden,
4581 rue Sherbrooke E., 514 872 1400

“...so romantic you’ll fall
in love all over again.”

Spice up an evening visit to the Old Port
by “choosing a cozy restaurant” and

then “taking a horse-drawn buggy” ride.—
TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Old Port of Montreal (Vieux-Port de

Montreal), 333 de la Commune W.,
514 496 7678

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Take a stroll through the cobblestone
streets of Old Montreal, which is “so
romantic you'll fall in love all over again.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Old Montreal (Vieux-Montreal), rue Saint-

Antoine S. to the Saint-Lawrence River, rue
Bleury E. to rue Saint-Denis

tripadvisor.com




Where
to

BUDGET

Browse the Underground City safe

from inclement weather. “Everything is
connected through the pedestrian walkway
and Metro: shops, restaurants, theaters and
IMAX."—TripAdvisor Member, Medicine
Hat, Alberta

Underground City, Downtown Montreal

ADVENTURE

Experience “some gigantic rapids at the
foot of a big city” with Saute-Moutons.
Ride in a jet boat “that executes the climbs
and descents of gigantic waves on the

Saint Lawrence River and see the rapids of
Lachine. Fantastic!”—TripAdvisor Member,
Paris, France

Saute-Moutons / Lachine Rapids Jet

Boat Tours, 47 de la Commune Ouest,
514 284 9607

EDUCATIONAL/HISTORICAL

Notre-Dame Basilica is a must-see for
the “beautiful architecture, amazing details
and the stained glass windows that tell the
history of Montreal. There was also a pipe
organ with over 7,000 pipes!”—TripAdvisor
Member, Albany, N.Y.

Notre-Dame Basilica (Basilique Notre-
Dame), 110 Notre-Dame W., 514 842 2925
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PLAY

A [9th-century square that serves as one

of Montreal’s favorite meeting places,
“Place Jacques-Cartier is also an exciting
adventure, with its street entertainers and
other performances.”—TripAdvisor Member

Place Jacques-Cartier, Old Montreal

“...we were rewarded
for our efforts.”

Work up a sweat in Parc du Mont-Royal.
“The walk up was not easy, but we were
rewarded for our efforts. The views are
spectacular.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Boston, Mass.

Parc du Mont-Royal, Information Center,
Remembrance Road, 514 843 8240

The Museum of Archaeology and
History “unearths the original city. Its
approach is unique and exclusive, just like
my beautiful city, ma belle province! One
can spend hours here.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Montreal

Museum of Archaeology and History

(Pointe-a-Calliere Museum), 350 Place
Royale, 514 872 9150

RELAXATION

“...stained glass windows that
tell the history of Montreal.”

Chill out at Cinema du Parc. The city’s
legendary repertory theater closed after
financial difficulties, but has reopened
and promises to continue its tradition of
showing “great offbeat, arty and retro”
films.—TripAdvisor Member, Toronto,
Ontario

Cinema du Parc, 3575 Ave. du Parc,
514 281 1900

“Montreal Botanical Gardens are
enormous; there are dozens of different
gardens. It’s a great place for flower lovers
or people who like to feel surrounded by
nature.”—TripAdvisor Member, Leon, Spain
Montreal Botanical Gardens (Jardin Botanique

de Montreal), 4101 rue Sherbrooke E.,
514 872 1400

“Try Le Sainte-Elisabeth pub on the
corner of Rue Ste-Elisabeth and Rue Ste-
Catherine. It’s a little hard to find, but it’s
a local favorite, especially for university
students.”—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Le Sainte-Elisabeth, 1412 rue Saint-
Elisabeth , 514 286 4302

Road trip north of Montreal to the
mountainous Laurentiens. Known for
skiing, these are “really four-season locales
with hiking, mountain biking, etc.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Ottawa, Ontario

The Laurentides Wildlife Preserve

TripAdvisor members have posted

more than 1,380,000 photos on the site.
The good, the bad and the very candid.
It’s almost like being there!

Chateau Ramezay Museum, filled with
“paintings, models, writings and maps,” is
“a great representation of life in Montreal
years ago.”—TripAdvisor Member, New
York

Chateau Ramezay Museum, 200 rue Notre-
DameE., 514 861 3708

Saint-Joseph’s Oratory “was magnificent,
the views fantastic and it was effortless
getting to the top as the escalators did all
the hard work.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Shropshire, England

Saint-Joseph’s Oratory (Oratoire Saint-

Joseph), 3800 chemin Queen Mary,
514 733 8211

“...the escalators did all
the hard work.”

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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Use the city’s effective subway system, the Métro. The most
important lines are the green (downtown shopping, Olympic Park)

and the orange (Old Montreal).

FAMILIES

Go for dim sum at Ruby Rouge. “The choices
are varied, and the constant presentation of new
nibbles keeps the kids interested in the meal for
hours.”—TripAdvisor Member, New York

Ruby Rouge, 1008 rue Clark,
514 390 8828

Montreal

to

“Try Casa de Mateo for Mexican with
mariachis. Touristy, but fun, with good
food.”—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Casa de Mateo, 440 rue Saint-Francois-
Xavier , 514 844 7448

ROMANCE /

“The Italian restaurant Amarone on
Saint-Denis is truly an amazing romantic
restaurant with authentic, fine cuisine. You'll
be enchanted and carried away to a world
of 100 flavors.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Montreal

Amarone, 2040 rue Saint-Denis,
514 842 4042

BUDGET

“For quick crepes,” try Crépe 2 Go, “a
small mom-and-pop place that serves very
good crepes at even better prices! They
serve the crepes or paninis with fresh
fruits.”—TripAdvisor Member

Crépe 2 Go, 2150 rue de Bleury (at
Sherbrooke), 514 987 6060

HEALTH-CONSCIOUS

Chez Gatsé, a small Tibetan restaurant just
west of Saint-Denis, serves “a good vegetarian
meal for less than $10. If the weather permits,
eat on the back terrace.”—TripAdvisor Member

Chez Gatsé, 317 rue Ontario E.,
514 985 2494

“The chef at Chez L’Epicier indulges you
with spontaneous creations. The food entices
you through all five senses. My husband tried
the foie gras and was mesmerized, calling it
not only a gustatory but also a visual and an
aromatic delight.”—TripAdvisor Member

Chez LEpicier, 311 Saint-Paul E.,
514 878 2232

“Montreal has the most bike paths of any North American city, and
some of them go through Old Montreal.”—TripAdvisor Member,

Want more information on Montreal?
TripAdvisor.com offers free weekly e-mail
updates filled with new deals, reviews
and articles for Montreal or any other
destination you choose.

\'4

“The food at El Zaziummm is made with
good quality ingredients, no skimping, and
it’s a fun, funky place. The menu is a creative
mix of Mexican-Californian, and the food
is of absolute freshness.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Miami, Fla.

El Zaziummm, 4581 Ave. du Parc,
514 499 3675

“Try restaurant Chu Chai for really amazing
Thai food that’s 100 percent vegetarian.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Chu Chai, 4088 rue Saint-Denis,
514 843 4194

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Experience “a real Montreal tradition:
Rotisserie Saint-Hubert, a chain offering
delicious rotisserie chicken, ribs and other
yummies for all the family. They are used
to large groups with kids.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Montreal

Rotisserie Saint-Hubert,
Locations throughout the city

“Bonaparte is one of my favorites in old
Montreal. The last time | had a table by
a window looking down a cobblestone
street. It was very romantic. It’s in an old
auberge—cozy, wonderful food and good
service.”—TripAdvisor Member, Quebec

Bonaparte, 447 rue Saint-Francois-Xavier,
514 844 4368

“For something a bit out of the box
that won’t break the bank, try Olive &
Gourmando—stellar lunches. If you have
a chance to sample their brownies, you'll
walk away a happy camper.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Montreal

Olive & Gourmando, 351 rue Saint-Paul
Ouest, 514 350 1083

Load up a plate buffet-style and then pay by
weight at Le Commensal, “a great (although
a little pricey) homegrown chain of vegetarian
restaurants.”—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Le Commensal, 1720 rue Saint-Denis,
514 845 2627

tripadvisor.com




HIDDEN GEMS

At O Noir, “you dine in utter blackness to
experience what it’s like to be blind. The
wait staff are partially blind, and they lead
your experience. Not to be missed. On
Sundays, they also have a live band (with

“If you like Asian food, Tchang-Kiang is a
little gem. Ask Mrs. Xiao to advise you on
your meal, and melt from Szechuan and
Pekinese pleasure.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Montreal

“La Montée de Lait is a “tiny place with a
scrumptious taster menu and an impressive
number of wines by the glass.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Montreal

blind musicians).”—TripAdvisor Member,

Montreal 514 487 7744

O Noir, 1631 Ste-Catherine Ouest,
514 937 9727

A N\

Although Quebec is known for its French-speaking population, the
Irish community in la Belle Province is large and proud, and nowhere
is this more evident than the Montreal St. Patrick’s Parade, one of
the longest-running parades of its kind in North America. Join throngs
of green-clad onlookers to catch the vibrant music, brilliant floats and
marching bands parading along Rue Sainte-Catherine. (March 22)

St Patrick’s Parade, rue Sainte-Catherine, 514 436 1512,
http:/www.montrealirishparade.com

The Main comes to life with colors, flavors and cultures during Main
Madness (La Frénésie de la ‘“Main”’), featuring hundreds of
merchants, food kiosks, artisans, street performers and live music.
(June 18 - 21; August 20 — 23)

Main Madness (La Frénésie de la “Main’’), Saint-Laurent Boulevard

between Sherbrooke Street and Pine Avenue, 514 286 0334,
http://www.boulevardsaintlaurent.com

Watch the summer skies light up over the St. Lawrence River as
pyrotechnicians from countries around the world compete to present
the most daring and awe-inspiring fireworks shows over a series of
weeks during the Montréal International Fireworks Competition.
(June 13, 20 and 27; July 4, 11, 18, 25; August I, 8 and 15)

Montréal International Fireworks Competition (International des

Feux Loto-Québec), La Ronde, 22 chemin MacDonald, 514 397 2000,
http:/www.internationaldesfeuxloto-quebec.com

Celebrate the distinct and proud history of Quebec with a parade
down Sherbrooke Street, face painting, children’s activities, dancing,
music and a historical presentation at Parc Maisonneuve for the 175th
anniversary Féte Nationale du Québec. (June 24)

Féte Nationale du Québec, Various venues, 514 849 2560,
http://www.fetenationale-montreal.qc.ca

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Tchang-Kiang, 6066 rue Sherbrooke W.,

La Montée de Lait, 1424 rue Bishop,
514 289 9921

/\
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The Montreal International Jazz Festival presents hundreds of
concerts, many of them free, in genres ranging from jazz and blues to
international, reggae and electronica. The festival’s 30th anniversary
will feature such greats as Buddy Guy, Madeleine Peyroux, Jeff Beck
and Patricia Barber. (July | — 12)

Montreal International Jazz Festival (Festival International de Jazz
de Montréal), Place des Arts and surrounding area, 514 871 188,
http://www.montrealjazzfest.com

Celebrate over two decades of side-splitting laughter and guffaw-
inducing performances at the Just For Laughs Festival, the world’s
biggest comedy event, featuring parades, short films and thousands
of comics. (July 16 — 26)

Just For Laughs Festival (Festival Juste Pour Rire), Various venues,
514 845 2322, http://www.hahaha.com

Move your feet to French music performed by artists hailing from
countries throughout the world at Les FrancoFolies de Montréal, 10
days of diverse performances on outdoor stages. (July 30 — August 9)

Les FrancoFolies de Montréal, Place des Arts and surrounding area,
514 876 8989, http://www.francofolies.com

Dance in the streets to music ranging from pop, Latin and rock to
electronic, jazz and world at Divers/Cité, a growing—and mostly
free—LGTB event that combines photo exhibitions, modern dance
presentations, drag shows, outdoor film screenings and plenty of live
music in a frenetic celebration of pride. (July 26 — August 2)
Divers/Cité, Various venues, 514 285 4011, http:/www.diverscite.org

Head out to Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu to see the sky fill up with
colorful balloons at the International Balloon Festival. Hot air

balloon shows, rides and free entertainment for the kids will keep
the whole family smiling. (August 8 — 16)

International Balloon Festival of Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Aéroport
Municipal de Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, 450 347 9555,
http://corpo.montgolfieres.com

tripadvisor.com




FAMILIES

“Staying at the gorgeous Le Square Phillips
was like coming to my dream home every
night. The high ceilings, the gorgeous
pillars, the lighting, the bathroom—it was
a wonderful experience. It’s a true jewel
that reflects Montreal’s class.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Caracas, Venezuela

Le Square Phillips Hotel and Suites, 1193
Place Phillips, 514 393 1193

“The room at Hotel du Fort was large,
clean and comfortable, with excellent city
views. Having a kitchenette in the room
was great. Reception staff was helpful and
efficient and even managed to find me an
emergency dentist.”—TripAdvisor Member,
London, England

Hotel du Fort, 1390 rue du Fort,
514 938 8333

ROMANCE

At Le Saint-James “the décor was
beautiful and elegant, an excellent melding
of classic luxury and technology. Your
entire stay will be filled with unexpected
niceties.”—TripAdvisor Member, Michigan

Le Saint-James, 355 rue Saint-Jacques,
514 841 3111

BUDGET

A I’Adresse du Centre-Ville offers “no
pretense: You are welcomed with open
arms. You feel at home right away, and the
hosts are always ready to you inform you of
one curiosity or the other. The experience

is wonderful and leaves good memories that
last. “—TripAdvisor Member, Liége, Belgium

A I’Adresse du Centre-Ville, 1673 Saint-
Christophe, 514 528 9516

LUXURY

“It was bliss when we arrived at Hotel
Gault, a four-star hotel with five-star
service. The staff rushed to carry our
suitcases. They were so fast the cab driver
did not have time to get out of the car.”—
TripAdvisor Member, France

Hotel Gault, 449 Saint-Helene, 514 904 1616

Yl © ©
“My partner and | spent two blissful nights
at the fantastic Le Petit Prince. Each suite
is unique in its architecture and layout, and
all boast gas stoves or authentic working
fireplaces. The luxurious whirlpool tubs
beckon the weary traveler.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Florence, Italy

Le Petit Prince Bed and Breakfast,
1384 Overdale Ave., 514 938 2277

Chateau de PArgoat is the “perfect
European style hotel. The staff are very

friendly and go out of their way to be helpful.

The location is great, close to the trendy
restaurants of the Plateau and the Old
Town.”—TripAdvisor Member, Paris, France

Chateau de ’Argoat, 524 rue Sherbrooke E.,
514 842 2046

Le Saint-Sulpice is a2 “marvelous hotel!
The welcome is perfect; the staff, attentive
and the rooms, to the height of their
description. The location is ideal for a
discovery of Montreal.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Lyon, France

Le Saint-Sulpice, 414 rue Saint-Sulpice,
877 785 7423

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Parc Suites Hotel is a “home away

from home, very centrally located near

the Plateau neighborhood, downtown
Montreal and Old Montreal. Extremely
quiet considering how close it is to all the
entertainment, shopping, and activity of
Montreal.”—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal

Parc Suites Hotel, 3463 Ave. du Parc,
514 985 5656

Have questions about Montreal? Get
insider advice from local experts in our
forums. The majority of questions are
answered within 24 hours.

Loews Hotel Vogue is “top of the line. The
staff is pleasant, informed, clear and just a
delight to deal with. This is the way it should
always be done. Congratulations, et tres
trés bien fait (well done)!”—TripAdvisor
Member, Paris, France

Loews Hotel Vogue, 1425 rue de la Montagne,
514 285 5555

Au Git’Ann’s “location is superb for
both sightseeing and nightlife. Breakfast is
delicious, copious and varied. It was like
visiting an old friend! Ann will definitely
make you feel at home!”—TripAdvisor
Member, Munich, Germany

Au Git’Ann, 1806 Saint-Christophe,
514 523 4494

Hotel Nelligan “got it all right—from

the decor to the food to the staff and
atmosphere. This hotel really has put
together a wonderful setting for a romantic
stay in Old Montreal. It was our dream
hotel.”—TripAdvisor Member, Edinburgh,
Scotland

Hotel Nelligan, 106 rue Saint-Paul W.,
514 788 2040

tripadvisor.com




HIDDEN GEMS

“The warm welcome of Reno and Josée

at Le Kensington right away made us
comfortable. Thanks to their kindness

and to their good advice, we visited very
beautiful corners of the city, and we did not
lack anything! Especially not at breakfast—
abundant, colorful, absolutely divine!”—
TripAdvisor Member, France

Le Kensington, 4660 Kensington,
514 489 2027

/\

Alexandre Logan “was in a wonderful
location—we could walk everywhere.
Tastefully decorated. The food was great;
the rooms, clean and comfortable. But
the best thing was our host, Alain. He was
so fun and helpful. It completed a truly
wonderful trip.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Munich, Germany

Alexandre Logan (1870), 1631 Alexandre
DeSeve, 514 598 0555

Le Relais Lyonnais is a “secret hotel that
deserves to be discovered. The room is
really luxurious and well decorated for
areasonable price. The location on rue
Saint Denis is really good, and the room
was not noisy, even if on the street. The
perfect place for independent travelers.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Puteaux, France

Le Relais Lyonnais, 1595 rue St-Denis,
514 448 2999

TripAdvisor is the largest travel community in the world with 31 million monthly visitors and featuring more than 20 million reviews and

opinions of 348,000 hotels and attractions. TripAdvisor.com is the most trusted source for travel recommendations about where to go, where
to stay and how to play for 61,000 destinations around the world. TripAdvisor.com also provides easy access to the major online travel sites to
make booking your next vacation, your best vacation, easier than ever.
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