get the truth. then go

Where to go, what to do and where to stay
for an eco-friendly vacation
With more than 15 million reviews and opinions, TripAdvisor makes travel planning
a snap for the 25 million travelers visiting our site each month.

Think before you print. And if you do print, print double-sided.

Don’t reach for that backpack just yet! Going green doesn’t always
mean giving up the chic hotel room or the decadent resort. You
can luxuriate, lounge or explore while doing your bit for the planet.
From buying carbon offsets to using public transportation,
opportunities for responsible escapism abound. Countries from
Belize to New Zealand win eco-admirers for their responsible
tourism efforts and make environmentalists see green and not red.
Many accommodations now boast substantially more than just
optional towel replenishment or a low-energy light bulb or
two. Look for hotels with eco-friendly features like:
• low-flow showers
• in-room recycling bins
• low-energy LED lighting
• non-toxic housekeeping products
• organic tea and coffee
• discounts for driving a hybrid
As sustainable travel treads lightly toward the mainstream, you
can find an inspiring, eco-friendly destination in every corner of
the globe.

POLLS
We asked TripAdvisor users
about their eco-friendly
practices:
25% Donated leftover foreign
change or currency
63% Took public transport instead
of renting a car
88% Used hotel towels and sheets
more than once

What are TripAdvisor users
willing to do to promote
sustainable tourism?
22% Pay for a carbon offset
38% Visit a disaster area to aid in
relief efforts
58% Pay more for an
environmentally progressive
hotel

tripadvisor.com



Eco-friendly

DESTINATIONS
kenya
Working in conjunction with the Kenyan government, a number of organizations strive to foster tourism that
leaves minimal impact on the environment to ensure that Kenya is still the “trip of a life time. On the plains, it is
unhampered, unintruded nature. As the cycle of life takes its course, watch the beauty and cruelty unfold at the
same time. Skies are so clear that they feel like Michelangelo’s masterpiece. If you ever get the chance—go.”—
TripAdvisor Member, New York

by naturegirl99

WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

Campi ya Kanzi

Selenkay Conservation Area

The Maasai-owned eco-award-winning
luxury Campi ya Kanzi “benefits the
local people, maintaining their culture
while providing visitors with a way to
experience that tradition and some of
the most beautiful areas on this earth. All
the electricity comes from solar panels;
the hot water is heated via the sun; it
recycles waste.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Buckingham, U.K.

At Selenkay Conservation Area, “we
saw everything we wanted to see, including
the wildebeest migration, but did not feel
that we were causing the local people or
environment any hardship. On the contrary,
we felt we were contributing to the welfare
of the animals and the people. The wildlife
was truly fantastic.”—TripAdvisor Member,
England
Kenya

Mtito Andei, Chyulu, Kenya, 254 456 22516

On the plains, there is
no sand and no time.

kerala, INDIA
Kerala, in southernmost India, has undertaken numerous initiatives to preserve the natural beauty of the region, from
restoring wildlife populations in its natural parks to promoting sustainable and responsible travel to the area. “Kerala is
called ‘God's Own Country’ for a reason. An overnight cruise on a rice barge is a must—beautiful seaside from Kovalam
to Varkala to Calicut. And the mountains are beautiful.”—TripAdvisor Member, Bangalore, India
WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

"Friday's Place is the place to wake up to
bird song and be dazzled by the greens
and to scarlets of the gardens. Its carbon
footprint is miniscule, drawing power
from the sun, water by osmosis from the
surroundings and disposing through a field.”
They support the community by “providing
training and employment in hospitality and
eco stewardship.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Powell River, British Columbia

Kettuvallams, literally “country boats," are
converted rice barges constructed of local,
natural materials and perfect for exploring
the backwaters of Kerala. “Country boats
can go up the shallowest, narrowest canals
where the real life of Kerala happens.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Kottayam, Kerala

Friday's Place

Puvar, Kerala, India,
91 471 213 3292, 44 1428 741510

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Kettuvallam Tour

Various locations, Kerala

by BunburyDoha
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Eco-friendly

DESTINATIONS
QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA
A trip to Queensland gives you access to some of Australia’s most beautiful—and fragile—ecosystems. Use the seaside town
of Port Douglas as a base: “Port Douglas has the best of everything. Access to the Barrier Reef, a four-mile beach, a short drive
to the rainforest, a wildlife sanctuary.” You’re “able to visit some of the best reef in the world, plus Daintree National Park,
the oldest living rainforest. The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park protects the reef’s rare and endangered species and diverse
ecosystems. “Try to have more than one day in this fantastic environment while it’s still there!”—TripAdvisor Members
WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

"Become one with nature at Daintree Eco
Lodge, set in the world heritage Daintree
Rainforest and located on a sacred site
for the local aboriginal people. There is a
waterfall onsite that feeds a lovely stream
that flows through the property. You hear
the water flowing from your room—very
relaxing indeed.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Trained biologists at Jungle Surfing
Canopy Tours guide groups through night
walks or along zip lines high above the
rainforest floor. “It's an amazing view of
the ocean and rainforest and an experience
you'll talk about for a long time. They also
educate you about the rainforest fauna
and habitat.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Wangaratta, Australia

20 Daintree Road, Daintree, Australia,
61 7 4098 6100

24 Camelot Close, Cape Tribulation,
Australia, 61 7 4098 0043

Daintree Eco Lodge

Jungle Surfing Canopy Tours

by davidsdog

Costa Rica: Eco Geek
paradise!

costa rica
Costa Rica has long been “at the forefront of ecotourism. To help would-be ecotourists make intelligent decisions, Costa
Rica's Department of Tourism has instituted the ‘Certification of Sustainable Tourism’ (CST) rating for hotels, rating on
environmental friendliness.” More than a quarter of the country's parks and wilderness are protected lands. Among
Costa Rica's bounty, the Arenal Nature Conservancy “is unspoiled and clean, with spectacular views. A true example of a
great and successful ecological, economical and social sustainable program.”—TripAdvisor Advisor Members, Florida
WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

Built from local materials and employing
green practices such as recycling and
energy-efficient cooling systems, “Lapa
Rios Ecolodge makes the environment
proud. The truly unique aspects of this
property are its unspoiled location and
mission.”—TripAdvisor Member, California

"One of the best experiences of my life was
spent on a little island (Parismina) collecting
leatherback sea turtles’ eggs. Home-stay,
three meals, laundry, volunteer four hours a
day. It doesn't cost a lot of money, and you're
helping the turtles and local families.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Colorado

Corcovado National Park, Osa, Costa Rica,
506 2735 5130

Asociacion Salvemos Las Tortugas (ASTOP),
Parismina, Costa Rica, 506 710 7703

Lapa Rios Ecolodge

Parismina Sea Turtles

by casaholanda

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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DESTINATIONS
ST. JOHN, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
Two-thirds of St. John is part of Virgin Islands National Park. So 7,000 acres of beaches, parks and reefs are managed
and protected by the U.S. National Park Service. “St. John is a wonderful island, that is, if you like beautiful beaches
and more things to see and do than humanly possible in one week. The clear blue water and soft white sands are
some of the best in the world. This place really is easy to get to, but far enough away that it is still peaceful.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Cumberland, Md.
WHERE TO STAY

by thomastj80

WHAT TO DO

Concordia Eco-Tents

Virgin Islands Ecotours

Solar and wind powered Concordia EcoTents provide bargain accommodations in the
picturesque hills of Salt Pond Bay. “Our mornings
consisted of hours of feeding banaquits, bull
finches and brown thrashers. The composting
toilet, solar shower and refrigerator made life
easy, a gentleman's version of camping. The
footprint of all of these buildings has almost
no effect on plant and animal life here.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Maine

"Virgin Islands Ecotours was great! We went
on a guided kayak tour of the mangrove lagoon.
I learned so much. I don't think I would have
gone on my own. Nor would I have learned
so much about the lagoon ecosystem.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Philadelphia, Pa.

Salt Pond Bay, Virgin Islands National Park,
340 693 5855

Inner Mangrove Lagoon Sanctuary, St. Thomas,
U.S. Virgin Islands, 877 845 2925

Nothing around but the
wind, water and trees.

chileAN patagonia
Lush Patagonia has preserved its natural beauty by avoiding industrialization, a situation perhaps impossible to
maintain. For now, “you'll find mountains and sea all together" in this unspoiled region. “There are very nice places
on the Chilean side close to Puerto Montt. Torres del Paine, a great place with magnificent mountains, is also located
in the deep south. Close to the Chilean border, you'll find the Andes Range with volcanoes, snow-capped mountains,
native forests and clean but very cold lakes.”—TripAdvisor Member, Buenos Aires, Argentina
WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

Remota

Torres del Paine National Park

"The Remota's location on the side of the
fjord and the views across the mountains,
lakes and rivers are perfect. I loved the
huge range of activities available: riding
with gauchos, mountain biking, hiking in the
Torres del Paine, walking to hidden caves.
The guides were great, and their love for
the outdoors is infectious.”—TripAdvisor
Member, London, England

"Torres del Paine National Park is truly
like visiting another planet—a wonderful,
gorgeous, unspoiled wilderness! What an
experience for those who like to get away
from everything and be ON YOUR OWN.
If you require constant contact to the
outside world, this place is not for you.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Illinois

Borde Mar 15, Puerto Natales, Patagonia,
Chile, 56 61 414040

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Torres del Paine, Puerto Natales, Patagonia,
Chile

by LindaCreatonUK
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DESTINATIONS
croatia
A country with an unsettled history, Croatia has made a concerted effort to promote and protect all of its natural
resources to preserve the future. Boasting eight national parks and seven World Heritage Sites, “Croatia offers a wide
variety of beautiful landscapes. The north resembles Tuscany, with its green rolling hills and vineyards and medieval
hilltop towns. The south is reminiscent of parts of the Ionian. However, Croatia has its own identity, largely forged by its
proximity to the sea—a staggering 1,185 islands lie off the indented coastline.”—TripAdvisor Member, London, England
WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

Transition Lifestyle Retreat is committed
to preserving the peaceful Istrian lifestyle,
purchasing locally grown foods, monitoring
water usage and recycling and composting
waste. Located in a carefully restored 200year-old traditional stone house, Transition
“is rustic and hidden away, perfect for those
wanting to escape the 9-to-5 and everyday
stresses.”—TripAdvisor Member, Petts
Wood, England

In Plitvice Lakes National Park, you’ll
be “staring at a 254-foot-high waterfall and
the 16 interconnected turquoise lakes. You'll
hear choruses of frogs in the reeds and
may spot some of the wildlife: birds, bears,
butterflies and bats. You can cross one of the
lakes via boat, and it's like sailing on glass.”—
TripAdvisor Member, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Transition Lifestyle Retreat

by junbuggy

Plitvice Lakes National Park

Lika-Senj, 385 53 751 132

6 Diklici Br, Diklic'i, 385 52 422 077

san francisco
San Francisco boasts a dedicated conservation department committed to protecting the hundreds of species of
wildlife in its estuaries and parks, reducing waste and encouraging sustainable energy programs. “It also has one of
the best public transit networks in the U.S. and one of the best train-to-city services in the world. The Bay Area is
one of America's most environmentally conscious metropolitan areas and car-free visits help maintain its beauty.”—
TripAdvisor Member, San Francisco, Calif.
WHERE TO STAY

WHAT TO DO

With features ranging from low-wattage
lighting to key-cards that prevent electricity
waste to non-chemical cleaning products,
the Orchard Garden Hotel is a “great
green hotel. Not only are sustainable
materials used throughout, but various
containers for recycling paper and plastic
are located in the rooms.”—TripAdvisor
Member, California

"I almost hate to mention this local secret, but
I can't resist. On Sundays only, MUNI runs
route 76, an unforgettable trip to a gorgeous
destination—the Marin Headlands. You'll see
breathtaking views of the Golden Gate Bridge,
Pacific Ocean and the city skyline. It's amazing
to be in the quiet headlands and simultaneously
overlook one of the country's largest cities on
the other side of the water.” —TripAdvisor
Member, San Francisco

Marin Headlands

Orchard Garden Hotel

466 Bush St., San Francisco, 415 399 9807

Muir Beach, 415 331 1540

by Vciris

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716
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GOING GREEN TIPS
Dos
"Distinguish between hotels that
simply have a location in nature and
those that specify what practices
and monitoring they do to minimize
environmental impacts and help
the local economy and society.
Organizations such as Sustainable
Tourism International and the
International Eco-tourism Society also
provide certification, accommodation
listings and information.”—TripAdvisor
Member
"Stay in smaller inns or B&Bs whenever
possible, where you can open the
windows as opposed to using air
conditioning.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Encinitas, Calif.

Buy food at local markets : “There's
a ton of great locally grown produce
and tons of fresh fish and chicken.
However, many hotels don’t use it; they
import much of their food. Wherever
you're staying, the market is the place to
go. You won't see many or any tourists
there, but there will be some absolutely
wonderful food.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Ohio
"Use the shuttle buses provided by
the hotel for transport to the airport,
not taxis. Walk or ride a bicycle
instead of renting motor scooters” or
cars.—TripAdvisor Member, Montreal,
Quebec

"Turn off AC, lights, TV, etc., when
you leave your room.”—TripAdvisor
Member, Montreal, Quebec
“Use an eco-friendly sunscreen. Many
of the common brands pose a high risk
of harm to the native fish and plants.
For the sake of the local ecosystem,
please—do your homework, and use
the right stuff.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Maidenhead, U.K.
Pack light and use reusable
containers on tours. “Plan to carry
out everything that you carry in. No
exceptions.”—TripAdvisor Member,
Sedona, Ariz.

Don’ts
"Don’t feed the animals. There are
three good reasons not to feed wildlife:
First, it encourages bold, bandit-like
behavior, as the animals learn to steal
food from picnic tables or anywhere
else within their reach. Second,
although wildlife will eat ‘people food,’
some foods can be harmful to them.
And finally, the same food that attracts
that cute little chipmunk may also
attract bears.”—TripAdvisor Member

"Don't be ashamed to ask the
artisan or shop owner about their fair
trade and sustainability practices!"—
TripAdvisor Member, New York, N.Y
Don’t leave any trace: “Dispose of
trash in designated containers and be
respectful of the plant and animal life
that you encounter.”—TripAdvisor
Member

Call an Expedia Travel Specialist now 877 633 3716

Don’t waste resources: “Not having
your sheets and towels changed daily
saves the environment and keeps costs
down for the hotels, thereby keeping
costs down for the customer.”—
TripAdvisor Member, New York

You’ll find reviews for more than 230,000
hotels, 76,000 attractions and 435,000
restaurants on TripAdvisor.com. Learn from
other travelers what to expect before you
make your plans.

tripadvisor.com



About

TRIPADVISOR
TripAdvisor is the largest travel community in the world with 25 million monthly visitors and featuring more than
15 million reviews and opinions of 306,000 hotels and attractions. TripAdvisor.com is the most trusted source for
travel recommendations about where to go, where to stay and how to play for 33,000 destinations around the world.
TripAdvisor.com also provides easy access to the major online travel sites to make booking your next vacation, your
best vacation, easier than ever.
TripAdvisor members have posted more
than 1,300,000 photos on the site.
The good, the bad and the very candid.
It’s almost like being there!
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